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Dear ThinkFirst Chapter Director:
The ThinkFirst National Injury Prevention Foundation and the ThinkFirst Conference Committee are very pleased to announce the 2008 ThinkFirst Conference on Injury Prevention in Chicago, April 26-27!  We are again offering a pre-conference chapter training day, as well as committee meeting times on Friday, April 25. Co-chairs for the 2008 Conference Committee are Nena Ray (IN) and Ginny Corrigan (DE). Please share the posted conference and hotel registration forms and schedule draft with your sponsoring physician, staff and VIP speakers.

This year’s conference theme is “Partners in Injury Prevention: Working Together for Success.” Educational sessions will introduce other national injury prevention leaders, provide tools to inject our programs with new life, and empower us to work successfully with various industries. Topics include fundraising, cause marketing, government grants, use of ThinkFirst For Youth, new tools for health fairs and programs, and much more. New products will be unveiled and available to attendees, so register now for this exciting conference! 

Due to the success of our last Silent Auction, we will again hold a Silent Auction at our Saturday night Reception. Please refer to posted Silent Auction forms for details. This year’s event is chaired by Dale Spencer, who you know is working on a fun-filled evening!

The 2008 ThinkFirst Conference will be held at the Hyatt Regency Chicago, in the heart of the city.  Located at 151 East Wacker Drive, the Hyatt is on the Chicago River in the Chicago Loop, adjacent to Millennium Park, Lake Michigan, Navy Pier and the Magnificent Mile—the hotspot for shopping, dining and entertainment. Make your hotel reservations early, as our conference is in conjunction with the American Association of Neurological Surgeons Annual Meeting (AANS), bringing thousands to Chicago that weekend. Plan to stay an extra day or two to take in this fun, clean city. Home of Oprah, the Art Institute, Shed Aquarium and many fine museums and places of interest, Chicago’s lakefront offers a host of places to experience. 

Inquiries from many national and international chapters, including many first-time attendees, have been pouring in. As those of you who have attended regularly over the years know, ThinkFirst conferences provide an invaluable opportunity to meet with chapters from your state, from across the nation and around the globe --- to plan for the coming year -- share ideas and successes --- develop partnerships – and connect with ThinkFirst friends and colleagues who are passionately working toward the same goals you are to prevent traumatic injury.

Please see posted information and registration forms for this year’s conference.  Registration forms were also emailed and mailed to all chapters.  Please register early to avoid late fees. Your participation is very important to us!
We have a great conference planned and look forward to seeing you there!

Your partner in prevention---

Debby Gerhardstein

Debby Gerhardstein, RN, BSN, MA

Executive Director
ThinkFirst National Injury Prevention Foundation
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